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A conference on Bible study and Sunday-school work is to be held 
in connection with the Pocono Pines Assembly in Pennsylvania, July 
14-26. The lecturers at this conference will be Dr. W. W. White, of 
New York city, Dr. James A. Worden, Dr. Charles H. Roads, Rev. A. 
H. McKinney, Mr. Hugh Cork, and other Sunday-school workers well 
known in connection with the International Sunday School Association. 

A Life of Heinrich Ewald is about to be published in England by 
Professor T. Witton Davies, in celebration of the great German 
scholar's centennial. The book is to give an account not only of 
Ewald's private life, but of his theological work and his university 
career. Many who have used Ewald's History of Israel, and in other 
ways have become familiar with his opinions, will be pleased to have 
an account of his life. 

During March a series of lectures was given at McCormick Theo- 
logical Seminary by Rev. William A. Shedd, missionary of the 
Presbyterian Church in Uremiah, Persia, upon the subject "The 
Historical Relations of Islam and the Oriental Churches." In the 
series Mr. Shedd discussed the influence of Christianity on Mohammed 
himself, the origins of Mohammedanism, and the development of 
Mohammedan theology. 

The Hitchcock professorship of Hebrew at Andover Theological 
Seminary, Andover, Mass., which was made vacant through the accept- 
ance by Professor George F. Moore, Ph.D., D.D., of a chair in Harvard 
University, has been filled by the appointment to that position of Rev. 
William R. Arnold, Ph.D., of New York city. Dr. Arnold received his 
college education at Ohio Wesleyan University, and his theological 
training at Union Theological Seminary, New York city. He took his 
doctor's degree in Semitics at Columbia University in 1896. 

In connection with the department of sociology at the University 
of Chicago, a special investigation is being made of religious work in 
behalf of young men. The results are to be published in book form, 
and in order that the volume may be comprehensive and of real service, 
facts and suggestions from pastors, superintendents, and other church 
workers will be welcomed. Information as to books and magazine or 
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newspaper articles bearing upon the subject is also desired. Corre- 
spondence may be addressed to Mr. F. G. Cressey, the University of 
Chicago. 

The demand for copies of the new theological journal in England, 
The Hibbert Journal, has greatly exceeded the expectations of its pub- 
lishers. The first number issued last October was reprinted several 
times, and finally was entirely reset. The second number, although a 
larger edition was printed, has been twice reprinted. So much interest 
in a periodical of theology is surprising. The Journal is devoted to 
the freest discussion of all theological problems, and the remarkable 
reception accorded it certainly indicates an active interest in the sub- 
ject with which it deals. 

A discovery of much interest was recently made in Egypt by Mr. 
Theodore M. Davis, who has been at work for two years in the Valley 
of the Tombs of the Kings, at Thebes. In the process of this work he 
came upon the tomb of Thothmes IV. A hieratic inscription in this 
tomb dated in the eighth year of Hor-em-hib states that it was broken 
into and plundered by thieves, but that the mischief had been repaired as 
far as possible by this king. It would appear that the tomb had not 
again been opened until Mr. Davis came upon it. Its contents were 
numerous and valuable ; the most interesting, perhaps, was the royal 
chariot whose wooden frame was covered with stucco inside and outside, 
the stucco being carved into pictures representing scenes in the battle 
fought by the Pharaoh in Syria. These carvings show a very high 
development of art, the figures of Assyrians apparently being drawn 
from life. 

Perhaps no writer on biblical subjects was known to a larger num- 
ber of people in Great Britain and America than Dean F. W. Farrar. 
His Life of Christ and his Life of Paul are household books in both 
countries. Many therefore will mourn the death of Dean Farrar, 
which took place on Sunday, March 22. He was in his seventy-second 
year, having been born August 7, 1831. His long life was filled with 
most able and earnest service for the cause of Christianity. He was 
educated at Cambridge University. Soon after graduation he became 
head master of the school at Harrow, a position which he occupied for 
sixteen years. In 1876 he was made canon of Westminster Abbey and 
rector of St. Margaret's Church. In 1883 he was made archdeacon of 
Westminster, and in 1895 dean of Canterbury. His Life of Christ was 
published in 1874, and it is said that within one year's time it had 
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passed into its twelfth edition. In later years it was translated into 
many of the European languages. Many others of his books, all of 
them good and useful, have had a wide circulation, but none to equal 
that of his Life of Christ. The effect of such a man upon history can- 
not be estimated. Dean Farrar made a profound impression upon the 
nineteenth century, and his influence will continue far into the 
twentieth. 

The making of manuals and catechisms based upon present schol- 
arly views of the Bible and the newer theological conceptions is a fea- 
ture of the present time. Two of these which have come to hand are 
to be commended ; not, of course, that they by any means reach an 
ideal, but that the authors have grappled seriously with the problem 
and have made little books with many good qualities and certain to be 
found helpful. One of them is by Rev. Wilson R. Buxton, a Congrega- 
tional pastor at Little Compton, R. I., and published by the Pilgrim 
Press of Boston ; it is called A Manual of Christian Instruction. It 
consists of 147 questions, accompanied by answers and a series of 
Scripture passages on which the answers are based. The questions are 
by no means those of the traditional catechism, but they cover in a 
way the whole series of theological problems involved in Christianity. 
The questions concerning God deal with his nature, attributes, modes 
of existence, and manifestation. The questions concerning man deal 
with the end of man, how God helps man to attain this end, and how 
man co-operates with God in its attainment. 

The second is entitled A Catechism of General Information about the 
Bible. The author is Rev. T. P. Prudden, of West Newton, Mass., and 
the publishers are Alfred Mudge & Son, of Boston. Instead of deal- 
ing with the problems of theology, as Mr. Buxton's Manual does, this 
work deals simply with the facts about the Bible. Questions are asked 
and briefly answered in the order of the biblical books, the effort being 
to call out the chief points concerning the historical origin and rela- 
tion of the New Testament books, the development of the Old and 
New Testament canons, and something of the history of the transmis- 
sion of the Bible to our own day. The point of view is that of a moder- 
ate progressive scholarship, though of course it is impossible in such 
a presentation of the matter to show the varieties of opinion among 
scholars with regard to many of the points treated. 



